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Shelton To Ask Congress For Changes To The Goldwater-Nichols Act

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Hugh Shelton told reporters Feb. 15 he will submit to Congress this year changes to the 1986 Goldwater-Nichols Act in order to eliminate unnecessary and cumbersome administrative requirements. The most significant changes relate to joint officer management and joint professional military education, he said. 

"I am a big proponent of Goldwater-Nichols, and, I might add, the Nunn-Cohen amendment . . . that went with that, for what it has done for our capabilities and for our armed forces in terms of jointness [and] in terms of our special operations today," Shelton said. "But when we look back at the original intent of Goldwater-Nichols, we have met the intent, but along with that came a whole host of administrative or bureaucratic record keeping requirements that I don't think serve a purpose any longer." 

Moreover, joint professional military education can be improved by using the distributed education approach found at leading universities. This would enable some 2,500 Reserve and National Guard members to attend JPM training each year. These service members currently receive no JPM training, Shelton said. 

"We use our Guard and Reserve 20 percent in Bosnia and Kosovo today on any given day. We are using them in all of our CINC headquarters," Shelton said. "We owe them some of the education that goes with serving in a joint assignment, and we will get a better force for it." 

Meanwhile, training for joint specialty officers requires restructuring to ensure no officer is limited to one role as a "line officer, infantry officer, or whatever," Shelton said. And joint education and some joint experience must be considered as prerequisites to assignment as a flag or general officer. 

"We think that is the right way to go, and the way to force that down at the bottom is also to have the bar set pretty high at the top," Shelton added. "It forces you then to manage to create your officer corps that is joint- qualified, and you don't have to have all the bureaucracy or all the cumbersome stuff that goes along with it." 

Shelton said the Joint Staff is working through the proposal with key lawmakers now and hopes to implement changes by next year, or no later than 2002. 

